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CYRIL JACKSON PRIMARY SCHOOL 

GEOGRAPHY POLICY 

 

VISION: 

Cyril Jackson is a safe and stimulating environment where children encounter 

challenging and creative learning experiences. 

 

Each member of the school community is motivated to be a life-long learner. 

 

We will equip everyone with the skills to achieve their full potential in a climate of 

mutual respect and personal responsibility. 

 

STATEMENT OF AIMS: 

To provide a supportive, stimulating environment in which each child is enabled and 

encouraged to attain the highest standard of achievement of which he or she is 

capable. 

 

To ensure that the curriculum is broad and well balanced following all subjects in 

the National Curriculum. 

 

To value each individual’s contribution irrespective of race, gender, religion or 

ability.   

 

To encourage children to be aware of their behaviour and how it affects other 

people. 

 

To recognise that children have a variety of special needs and endeavour to provide 

appropriately for the needs of individuals. 

 

To ensure that the curriculum reflects the richness of our multi-cultural society. 
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To foster and build on relationships with parents, governors and the wider 

community. 

 

To provide a planned process of staff development. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

We believe that Geography is a tool of learning and communication.  Geography is 

essentially about the study of places, the humans and physical processes which 

shape them, and the people who live in them.  Skills developed through Geography 

help pupils make sense of their surroundings and the wider world. 

 

AIMS OF GEOGRAPHY: 

 

We aim to help pupils develop: 

 knowledge and understanding of places and themes including patterns and 

processes; 

 geographical skills, including enquiry; 

 geographical attitudes and values; 

 a sense of identity through learning about the U.K and its relationship with     

   other countries. 

 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES: 

 

The school is committed to the following: 

 Opposing all forms of discrimination – individual and institutional, direct and 

    indirect. 

 Challenging all forms of discrimination about different groups in society. 

 Translating good equal opportunities principles into all our policies and practice. 

 Maintaining and developing an inclusive culture where every individual feels 

valued and aspires to succeed. 

 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING: 

Primary education is a critical stage in children’s development – it shapes them for 

life.  As well as giving them the essential tools for learning, primary education is 

about children experiencing the joy of discovery, solving problems, being creative 

through all subjects, developing their self-confidence as learners and maturing 

socially and emotionally. 
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At Cyril Jackson we want to continue to focus on raising standards while not being 

afraid to combine that with making learning fun. 

 

Our goal is to combine excellence in teaching with enjoyment of learning.KEY STAGE 

1 
 

Children will develop an understanding of the world, the UK and their local area.  
 

 Key skills include 

 Identifying the 7 continents and 5 oceans of the world 

 Identifying the four countries and capital cities of the  UK 

 Developing an understanding of human and physical features. 

 Exploring weather patterns  

 Using basic Geographical vocabulary 

 Using compass directions 

 Devising maps and carrying out simple fieldwork. 
 

 

KEY STAGE 2 

 

Children will be given the opportunity to extend their knowledge and understanding 

beyond their local area to the UK, Europe and North and South America. 

Key skills include 

 

 Using an atlas to locate countries, cities, regions, topographical features  e.g. 

mountains and rivers 

 Develop an understanding of the significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 

Nothern and southern hemispheres, the tropics and time zones. 

 To compare and contrast human and physical features within the UK, Europe 

and the Americas. 

 To have an understanding  of physical Geography, including: climate 

zones, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

 To explore Human Geography including types of settlement and land use, 

economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural 

resources including energy, food, minerals and water 

 

TEACHING APPROACH TO GEOGRAPHY 
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The Geography curriculum should involve children in the process of enquiry.  It 

should help them to ask geographical questions and help them to develop 

geographical skills, particularly in map work and fieldwork.  Children are given 

opportunities, whenever possible, for first-hand experience of areas or topics to be 

studied.  We aim to approach geographical enquiry through an appropriate variety of 

approaches to teaching learning. 

 

 

 

 

ATTITUDE AND SKILLS 

  

Children are encouraged to develop: knowledge and understanding of the Earth’s 

physical and human features; the factors which influence these; a greater 

understanding of the complex interrelationships between physical conditions, 

natural processes, human activities, the Earth’s resources and an awareness and 

understanding of the world’s ethnic, cultural and economic diversity. 

 

 

DIFFERENTIAITON 

 

We plan to cater for different ages and abilities through ways of recording and 

presenting, revisiting earlier concepts and extension activities. 

 

 

 

 

STATEMENT RE:  SCHEME OF WORK 

 

Schemes of work especially written for Cyril Jackson show how the National 

Curriculum programmes of study and attainment targets can be translated into a 

practical plan. 

 

Schemes of Work have been designed to suit the needs and backgrounds of the 

children at Cyril Jackson Primary School.  As children progress, the topics chosen 

for study, fieldwork or visits should develop from familiar, concrete, local contexts 

to wider, more complex issues further a field.  There will be opportunities for 

children to work in a number of different ways according to the subject matter 
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being covered and the planned learning objectives.  The schemes of work for 

Geography become the key elements of topics in the terms they are taught.  

Below is an overview of Geography topics taught at each year level. 

 

 
 

 

ASSESSMENT: 

 

Learning must be focused on individual pupils’ needs and abilities.  Assessment for 

learning is a powerful tool for making sure that learning fits individual needs.  A 

focus on individual children will help to mainstream support for children with 

particular needs. 

 

 

Assessment opportunities must be integral to History teaching.  A mind-map should 

be used at the start of each topic to assess starting points. There should be regular 

opportunity for these to be added to as the topic progresses. A ‘creative outcome’ 

should be planned for the end of each topic. This is an opportunity for children to 

show what they have learnt through an outcome of their choice e.g. a song, piece of 

drama or a diary entry. 
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MONITORING AND EVALUATING 

 

Each class teacher is responsible for the implementation of Geography within his or 

her own class.  The development of Geography will be monitored through learning 

walks, observations, book looks, child interviews and by observing displays. 

 

 

RESOURCES: 

 

Resources are easily accessible and clearly labelled.  The co-ordinator manages this 

equipment.  Each year group has an appropriate whole class set of Atlas’s, which 

should be used in order to develop the children’s map skills.  The classroom itself 

should be a stimulating working environment, with displays which will promote 

quality, enjoyment, interest, enquiry and creativity in Geography.  ICT should be 

used as an effective tool to stimulate and develop the children’s geographical skills. 

 

 

 

 

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES: 

 

We believe that all staff working at the school are entitled to a framework of 

support to enable them to develop effectively, confidently and competently within 

their role.  Staff development will raise achievement and improve the learning 

environment within the school.  Support is being offered both from within the 

school and through external agencies/institutions. 

 

 

OUT OF HOURS LEARNING: 

 

Children across the school will complete History homework as part of their ‘family 

homework’ in the Spring term, to reinforce knowledge and understanding of 

Geography concepts taught in class. Outcomes will be displayed in classrooms and 

outstanding outcomes will be displayed in a cabinet in the North and South building 

entrances. 

 



 

Geography Policy – Reviewed May 2017 

Due to be reviewed as necessary 

 

 

 

PARTNERSHIPS: 

 

Many of the Geography topic taught across the year involve field trips into the local 

and wider London areas.  Parents have the opportunity to support children and 

teachers on field trips.  For example Year 5 children will be visiting a river for their 

‘Water and Investigating Rivers’ topic.   
 


